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CARNARVON SCHOOL OF THE AIR 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.49 pm]: I would like to inform the chamber of where I was on 
Monday. I was very fortunate to be invited to the Carnarvon School of the Air end-of-year concert held at the 
Camel Lane Theatre in Carnarvon. The concert started off with a welcome to country followed by the national 
anthem. All the students, from kindy right through to year 6, participated in the presentation of jungle drums. The 
concert featured warthogs, leopards, elephants, giraffes and colourful birds. The students received their lines via 
the School of the Air. They had only two hours to rehearse. Many people may have thought that a lot of overacting 
was going on, but I can assure members that it was purely enthusiasm from the students! Some families had 
travelled more than two hours and some more than six hours, but the travel meant nothing to the parents. When 
I spoke to parents afterwards, they said they wanted to make sure that their kids got the opportunity to meet up 
with their peers. 
I was also privileged to present the year 2 Endeavour Award to a young man by the name of Stanley Hammerquist. 
There were also awards for music, art and sport, as well as book and citizenship awards. The new school captain 
was announced, along with the sports captains—one boy and one girl. Rio Tinto provided the graduation prizes. 
Judging by the smiles on students’ faces, everyone was very happy with their prize. 
Sadly, Principal Gossage is retiring after seven years at the helm of Carnarvon School of the Air. After the concert, 
I was able to have a coffee with him. He explained to me that he was very sad to be leaving. He also told me that 
during his seven years at the school, he had noticed that funding for Carnarvon School of the Air had slowly been 
dwindling. He was also concerned that some parents would no longer be able to afford to send their kids to camp 
school. He also said that people from Carnarvon were arranging to make sure that every kid would get to this camp 
school through donations and help from others in the town. As the Labor government prepares its budget for next 
year, I hope it will take into consideration these words from someone who is at the coalface. 
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